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Become an Organ & Tissue Donor

Donate what you can.
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A Message from the Executive Director

2025 was a milestone year for Donate Life Connecticut
as we celebrated our 40th anniversary. It was a year of
honoring our past, celebrating our community, and looking
ahead to the future of our lifesaving mission.

We kicked off the year by partnering with The Kate in Old
Saybrook for a production of The Tin Woman. We joined
the show’s director on Great Day Connecticut to discuss
the production and the importance of organ and tissue
donation. Throughout the run of the play, photographs
from our Gentle Strength photo series were displayed

in the theater, giving audiences another opportunity to
connect with the powerful stories behind donation.

The Tin Woman is a heartfelt dramedy that follows Joy, a
woman who receives a heart transplant and struggles with
survivor’s guilt. As she seeks out her donor’s family, the
story unfolds into a moving journey of healing, gratitude,
humor, and human connection. It beautifully reflected

so many of the experiences shared by members of our
Donate Life community.

The performing arts and donation came together once
again in February when we hosted a Comedy Night at
Phoenix Stage Company in Oakville. Featuring comedians
Max Dolcelli and Howie Mason, the evening was filled
with laughter, community, and generosity. It was not only
a wonderful fundraiser but also a reminder that joy has an
important place in our mission.

Our Annual Volunteer Summit in April was our largest
gathering since before the pandemic. Seeing a room filled
with transplant recipients, donor families, living donors,
and dedicated volunteers—each eager to educate others
and inspire hope—was both energizing and deeply
meaningful. Their passion continues to be the heart of
everything we do.

April, Donate Life Month, was as busy as ever. We
participated in media interviews, flag-raising ceremonies
across Connecticut, the Donate Life Car Show at

Bocca Motors, and an open house at Hartford Hospital
Transplant Center, where photographs from our Gentle
Strength series remain permanently displayed. Each event
helped spread awareness and encouraged more people
to register as organ and tissue donors.

Our friends at the Connecticut Freemasons once again
organized their annual Skydive for Life fundraiser, raising

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Co-Chair: Elizabeth Cohen, PharmD
Co-Chair: Kevin Prue

Treasurer: Andrew Legrant, JD
Secretary: Cheryl Edwards, RN

BOARD MEMBERS
Jenn Batisti, MD
Katherine Bruno
Erin Concepcion
Carolyn Fletcher
Casey Guiheen
Amanda Gurren, JD
Christina Haines
Joanne Pinto

Amy Prue

Donna Schaub
Megan Serke
Nicole Thomas
Marie Torres
Deborah Wright

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lindsay Vigue
MARKETING DIRECTOR
Barbara Doyle

Donate Life CT Annual Report 2025 | 3




$7,000 to support our mission. One of the day’s
most inspiring moments came when Jim celebrated
his 90th birthday by making the jump, surrounded
by his children and grandchildren. His courage and
enthusiasm perfectly embodied the spirit of living
life to its fullest.

One of the year’s most meaningful moments began
with a conversation at our Volunteer Summit.
Longtime volunteer and heart transplant recipient
Charles Treadway shared that his donor’s mother,
Elva, was now in her 80s, and he hoped to finally
meet her in person after more than a decade of
letters and phone calls. When | learned that Elva
lived in New Hampshire, | suggested we make the
journey together and document their long-awaited
meeting.

With Charles’ and Elva’s blessing, we traveled north.

The days we spent together were filled with love,
laughter, tears, shared memories, and healing.
Witnessing their first embrace after 12 years of
correspondence was something | will never forget.
The short film we created from their story became
the centerpiece of our 40th Anniversary Gala,
Anchored in Purpose, touching everyone who
watched it.

Throughout the year, we also hosted the annual
Erica Grossman High School Visual Arts Contest,
celebrating our student winners with a luncheon
at the Connecticut State Capitol. Our volunteers
greeted participants at the start of the Hartford
Marathon, our Team Donate Life runners proudly
represented our mission, and our staff and
volunteers participated in community events
across the state, sharing education and inspiring
conversations about donation.

The first annual KevFest was held in late August.
Named in honor of Kevin Guiheen, who passed in
2024 while waiting a second kidney transplant, the
festival was a disc golf tournament had a Grateful
Dead cover band, food trucks, raffle prizes, kids’
stations to honor and celebrate Kevin’s life. A huge
shout out to Kevin’s wife and DLC board member,
Casey Guiheen, for her vision in bringing this to life.

The Anchored in Purpose Gala truly brought our
anniversary year to a fitting close. Held at Hotel
Marcel New Haven, the evening celebrated four
decades of hope, generosity, and lives transformed
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through organ and tissue donation. Surrounded by
supporters, donor families, recipients, volunteers,
healthcare partners, and friends, the atmosphere
was filled with gratitude, joy, and a shared
commitment to the future of our mission.

As we reflect on this remarkable year, we are filled
with gratitude for every volunteer, donor family,
recipient, living donor, healthcare professional,
partner, and supporter who helped make our work
possible.

Thank you for supporting Donate Life Connecticut
in 2025 and for helping us continue our mission
to educate and inspire all Connecticut residents
about the lifesaving and life-enhancing power

of organ and tissue donation. As we celebrate

40 years of service, we look ahead with hope,
knowing that together we will continue changing
lives for generations to come. Here’s to the next
40 years.

With gratitude,

o tigue

Lindsay Vigue
Executive Director
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The Tin Woman

We kicked off the year by
partnering with The Kate in
Old Saybrook for a production
of The Tin Woman. We joined
the show’s director on Great
Day Connecticut to discuss the
production and the importance
of organ and tissue donation.
Throughout the run of the play,
photographs from our Gentle
Strength photo series were
displayed in the theater, giving
audiences another opportunity
to connect with the powerful
stories behind donation.

DIRECTED,BY:
TERRI CORIGLIANO

THETIN WOMAN
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The Tin Woman director Terri Corigliano and Donate Life CT director Lindsay Vigue were interviewed for Great Day
Connecticut with Scot Haney and Kara Sundlun.
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Comedy Night
“Life is Better When You’re Laughing”

Donate Life CT presents

LIFE IS BETTER WHEN YOU'RE LAUGHING

All proceeds benefit

MAX DOLCELLI and Howie Mason ﬁﬂl}ﬁmf

The performing arts and donation came together once again in February when we hosted a Comedy Night
called “Life is Better when You’re Laughing” at Phoenix Stage Company in Oakville. Featuring comedians Max
Dolcelli and Howie Mason, the evening was filled with laughter, community, and generosity. It was not only a
wonderful fundraiser but also a reminder that joy has an important place in our mission.

.‘I-rgan Donars,
save Lives
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Volunteer Summit

Our Annual Volunteer Summit in April was our largest gathering since before the pandemic. Seeing a room
filled with transplant recipients, donor families, living donors, and dedicated volunteers—each eager to educate
others and inspire hope—was both energizing and deeply meaningful. Their passion continues to be the heart
of everything we do. This annual meeting with both Donate Life CT and New England Donor Services is a
wonderful way to kick off April’s Donate Life Month.
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15" PLACE WINNER

SUMMER AUSTIN - HOLY CROSS

HIGH SCHOOL, WATERBURY

™
Become an Organ & Tissue Donor

Donate whal you can,

2"° RUNNER UP
ISABELLA OLIVEIRA-PINTO
IMMACULATE HIGH, DANBURY

Like 0 Seedling In Spring,
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1°" RUNNER UP
AIDAN MARTINEZ - COGINCHAUG
HIGH SCHOOL, DURHAM

It Only Takes O

TONY AWARD
WIMA CRUZ -BULLARD-HAVEN
TECHNICAL SCHOOL, BRIDGEPORT

"4 Share Your Life.Share your Decision 4
ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION

35% Annual Erica Grossman
Visual Arts Contest

Since 1990, tens of thousands of high school students have participated in Donate Life Connecticut’s Annual
Visual Arts Contest, helping to further organ donation awareness and promote the DLC mission to more
Connecticut communities. The contest is held each year to encourage high school students to learn the
importance of Organ and Tissue Donation, giving the student a personal perspective on the importance of the
message of Donate Life CT. The 35th Annual Erica Grossman Visual Arts Contest winners were honored at the
State Capitol luncheon in June.

5

'alt

Donate Life CT Annual Report 2025 | 9



Donate Life Month 2025

National Donate Life Month (NDLM) was established by The 2025 campaign theme was “Let Life Sing,” which

Donate Life America and its partnering organizations used birds as a symbol of freedom, life, and the

in 2003. Observed in April each year, National Donate  second chances provided by transplants.

Life Month helps raise awareness about donation,

encourages Americans to register as organ, eye, and This was an especially important year for Donate

tissue donors, and honors those who have saved lives  Life CT as we also celebrated 40 years and it was as

through the gift of donation. busy as ever all month long. We participated in media
interviews, flag-raising ceremonies across Connecticut,

During Donate Life Month, Donate Life Connecticut the Donate Life Car Show at Bocca Motors, and an
joins organizations across the country to honor the open house at Hartford Hospital Transplant Center,
people who have given the gift of life through organ, where photographs from our Gentle Strength series
eye, and tissue donation. We also celebrate the remain permanently displayed. Each event helped
lives that have been saved and healed because of a spread awareness and encouraged more people to

donor’s generosity. register as organ and tissue donors.

Donate Life Car Show - Bocca Motors

It didn’t matter that the weather was a little chilly and generous and gracious host, Bocca Motors, who
rainy, the car community SHOWED UP! Over 200 donated all proceeds from the event to DLC! Despite
cars came to support Donate Life Connecticut at the some dampness, it was a successful day filled with
Donate Life Car Show. A special thank you to volunteer, great people, great energy, absolutely gorgeous cars,
Adam Goldstein, Andrew Jones & New England Donor and an opportunity to provide education about organ
Services, DJ Jon, the food trucks and of course, our donation.
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Flag Raising Events

Donate Life Month flag-raising ceremonies are annual April events held at hospitals, city halls, and community
spaces nationwide to honor organ, eye, and tissue donors, celebrate transplant recipients, and encourage
donor registration. These ceremonies, part of the nationwide Flags Across America initiative, feature speeches,
moments of silence, and the raising of the official blue-and-green Donate Life flag.
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Gentle Strength: Images of Generosity, Photo Series Installation at Hartford
Hope, and New Life through Transplant Hospital Transplant Clinic

In early 2024, Executive Director Lindsay Vigue, also a professional photographer, put her talents to work behind On Thursday, April 24. 2025, an opening gallery reception was held at the Hartford Hospital Transplant Clinic

the camera and photographed 30 individuals and families whose lives have been forever changed by organ where framed images of the Gentle Strength: Images of Generosity, Hope, and New Life through Transplant
donation. The series has been a centerpiece of many events over the last two years. The individual images were Photo Series now have a permanent home. Donate Life Connecticut is grateful to the Hartford Hospital Transplant
turned into a photo series: “Gentle Strength: Images of Generosity, Hope & New Life,” and tells the amazing Clinic for it’s support of the work of DLC in organ donation and transplantation. We invite you to visit the

stories of organ donors, organ recipients, donor families, and living donors right here in Connecticut. Transplant Clinic to view this heart-warming photo series.
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Skydive for Life Heart Recipient and Donor Family Meet

Our friends at the Connecticut Freemasons once again organized their annual Skydive for Life fundraiser, raising One of the year’s most meaningful moments began with a conversation at our Volunteer Summit. Longtime
$7,000 to support our mission. One of the day’s most inspiring moments came when Jim celebrated his 90th volunteer and heart transplant recipient Charles Treadway shared that his donor’s mother, Elva, was now in her
birthday by making the jump, surrounded by his children and grandchildren. His courage and enthusiasm perfectly 80s, and he hoped to finally meet her in person after more than a decade of letters and phone calls. When |
embodied the spirit of living life to its fullest. learned that Elva lived in New Hampshire, | suggested we make the journey together and document their long-

awaited meeting.

With Charles’ and Elva’s blessing, we traveled north. The days we spent together were filled with love, laughter,
tears, shared memories, and healing. Witnessing their first embrace after 12 years of correspondence was
something | will never forget. The short film we created from their story became the centerpiece of our 40th
Anniversary Gala, Anchored in Purpose, touching everyone who watched it.
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Eversource Hartford Marathon

Donate Life CT was proud to be an Official Charity Partner of
the 32" Eversource Hartford Marathon and Half Marathon in

EVE RS"--U RCE October and we were there running strong! The event has
H A R T F O R D something for the whole family. Participants ran or walked the
MARATHO N Charity 5K, many of our volunteers came out to work, runners

tackled the half marathon and full marathon, and the kiddos
AND HALF MARATHON joined the action in the HMF FitKids races.

KevFest 2025

The first annual KevFest was held in late August. Named
in honor of Kevin Guiheen, who passed in 2024 while
waiting a second kidney transplant, the festival was a
disc golf tournament with a Grateful Dead cover band,
food trucks, raffle prizes, and kids stations to honor and
celebrate Kevin’s life. The event was a fundraiser for
Donate Life Connecticut. A huge shoutout to Kevin’s
wife and DLC board member, Casey Guiheen for her
vision in bringing this to life.

Thank you to
our sponsors!
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Anchored in Purpose Gala

The Anchored in Purpose Gala provided a
memorable conclusion to our anniversary

year. Held at Hotel Marcel New Haven, the
evening celebrated four decades of hope,
generosity, and lives transformed through

organ and tissue donation.

Surrounded by donor families, transplant
recipients, volunteers, healthcare partners,
community supporters, and friends, guests
gathered to honor our shared mission and
the remarkable impact of organ and tissue
donation across Connecticut. The evening was filled
with gratitude, inspiration, and a renewed commitment
to saving and healing lives.

We extend our sincere appreciation to our generous
sponsors: Yale New Haven Hospital, Jamie Sea,
Hartford HealthCare, New England Donor Services,
Morgan Stanley, and Veloxis, whose support helped
make the event a tremendous success.

We also thank our outstanding partners who made the
evening so special, including our emcee, Chion Wolf of
Connecticut Public’s Audacious; Hotel Marcel New Haven
for its exceptional hospitality; Ar'Shaun Johnson for
beautifully capturing the evening through photography;
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ANCHORED

IN PURPOSE
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40th Anniversary Gala
to Benefit Donate Life CT

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 | 7:00 PM.

and Braiden Sunshine and The Sunshine Collective for
providing unforgettable musical entertainment.

The gala also provided an opportunity to recognize
individuals whose dedication has strengthened our
mission. Congratulations to Kara Ventura, recipient of
the 2025 Outstanding Service Award; Tatiana Garcia,
recipient of the 2025 Community Impact Award; and
Don Caldwell, our 2025 Volunteer of the Year.

To everyone who attended, sponsored, volunteered,
donated, and supported the Anchored in Purpose Gala,
thank you. Your generosity and commitment continue to
advance Donate Life Connecticut’s mission and inspire
hope for the thousands of individuals and families
whose lives are touched by organ and tissue donation.
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Financial Report 2025 (unaudited)

INCOME 2025

* Fundraising Programs * Contributions

2025 Total Income: $178,780.94

EXPENSES 2025

——

e

'Consulting

13,750.00

* Administration & Overhead
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* Programs & Advertising

2025 Total Expenses: $151,516.58

* Consulting

Gifts of Philanthropy

Amelung Lavista, Joanne
Arakelian, Nancy
Arakelian, Peter
Avignone, John

Baron, Debbie

Batisti, Jennifer

Battle, Rita

Bayzick, Nancy
Bendizinski, B

Bennetto, Kathleen
Berger, Debra

Berner, Marcia

Bishop, Kimberly

Bloniarz, Ann

Bodyk, Jeanne

Boros, Danielle

Borowsky, Larry

Bosch, Margaret

Breault, Diane

Brooks, Lisa

Bruno, Katherine and Todd
Caldwell, Cary

Caldwell, Donald

Cars and Coffee Guilford
Cassidy, Chris

Charlie’s Fresh Catch, LLC
Chick Fil A

Chipotle

Cohen, Elizabeth
Conforto, Giacomo

CT Freemasons Foundation
Cooper, John

Corcoran, Susan

Corwin, Linda
Cullen-Conforto, Kelli
Decoteau, David

Denehy, Barbara

Denehy, Carol
Devonshuck, Karen & Joseph
DiMauro, Laura

Domantay, Myra

Doyle, Barbara

Drozd, James

Dumont, Darlene
Edwards, Cheryl

Edwards, Susan

Ellington Women’s Club. Inc.
Euvino, Theresa

Fay, Robert

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Finnegan, Shawn & Michelle

Fish, Linda & Steven
Flaherty-Yao, Eileen
Fletcher, Carolyn

Foggle, John

Four-Star Manufacturing Co.
Frenkel, Joanne

Friedman, Erin

Furtado, Jennifer

Grant, Barbara

Hartford Hospital

Hartford Hospital Transplant Pro-
gram

Hartford Marathon Foundation, Inc.

Healthlogic, LLC
Higgins, James

Hill, Helen

Hoats, Thomas & Kaye
Hot Table, LLC

Hunter, Linda
Hutchinson, Bob
Jamie Sea

Jamroga, Courtney
Jones, Brittany

Katz, Michele

Keenan, Ellen

Kenyon, Kathleen
Khungar, Vandana
Kiley, Joan

Kim, Joohyun

Deposit

Krauss, David & Nada
Krauss, Maya
Kreisberg, William
Kurban, Judith

Langus, Erin

Langus, Susan
Lehman, Dixie

Levitz, Jack & Barbara
Luchi, Jeanine
Macleod, Kevin
MacQuarrie, Georgette
Maguire, Colleen
Maguire, Patrick & Mary
Manion, Kathleen
Marcus, Seth

Matulis, Irene

McGinn, Marion
Milluzzo, Darcy
Morgan Stanley
Mounce, Jeffrey

New England Donor Services

Noyes, Susan

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Women’s

Auxiliary
Ovshinsky, Nadia
Paine, Nicole
Parnoff, Patricia
Pastula, Edward
PayPal Giving Fund
Peddle, Joseph

Philadelphia Insurance Companies

Provencher, Tina

Prue, Kevin

Ramirez, Eleanor

Rec, Michael

Reynolds, Marie

Riddick, Kiana

Schnetzer, John

Schneyer, Julie

Schwartz, Peggy

Senk, Paul & Jane

Shoztic, Kathleen

Shrestha, Rinku

Sparkowski, Edward

Spohn, Melissa

Square, Inc.

St. Germain, Mark & Susan

Stein, Karen & Mitchell

Sternberg, Diana

Stiller, Susan

Stone, Sandy

Strawberry Park Bingo

Stubbs, Curtis

Telech, William & Margaret

United Way of Central &
Northeastern CT

United Way of MA and Merrimac

Valerio, Mary Jane

Victor Advertising Service

Vigue, Jacqueline & John

Wallette, Gina

Walsh, Melissa

Watson, Paul

Weigel, Warren

Weisser, Paul

Wheeler, Sylvia

Wheelock, Linda

Willimington Pizza House

Woodward, Pam

Wright, Deborah

Wysor, Deanie

Yale New Haven Transplant Center
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Thank you.

Each monetary gift and each hour from
our volunteers makes a difference in
the support of our mission to register

donors, educate about living donation,

and save lives. On behalf of the Donate
Life Connecticut staff and Board
of Directors, we thank you for your
generosity and support.
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